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COMMUNIST PROBLEMS IN LATIN AMERICA 


The following report on Communist problems in Latin America, 
made to the Senate Internal Security Sabeameaiiah by Senator Olin 
D. Johnston, was ordered into the subcommittee record by Chairman 
James QO. Eastland. 

AvuGust 21, 1957. 


To: James O. Eastland, chairman, Internal Security Subcommittee, 
Senate Judiciary Committee. 

From: Olin D. Johnston. 

Subject: Communist Problems in Latin America. 


Beginning back when a close friend of mine, the late John Peurifoy, 
was assigned Ambassador to the Latin American country of Guate- 
mala, I took on a renewed and deeper interest in Communist activity 
in Latin America and in our Territories and possessions. Mr. Peurifoy 
was well aware of the negligence of the United States toward Commu- 
nist activity in Latin America. When he was in Guatemala he was 
very prominent in helping the freedom-loving people of that country 
to throw off the nearest threat of communism taking over a government 
in the Western Hemisphere that has ever occurred. My personal 
friendship with Mr. Peurifoy and his conversations with me sharpened 
my interest in Latin American security. 

The Monroe Doctrine of 1823 laid down a principle that did more 
than any other single thing to free the nations of Latin America from 
foreign yoke. Today we still stand ready to ward off armed attack 
against any of our Latin American neighbors. 

But in recent years we have been neglige nt in helping to detect and 
to rid our Latin American neighbors of foreign infiltration. The 
Nazis went a long way in establishing a foothold in Latin America 
and today the Communists are doing their best to worm their way 
into our good neighbors. While we worry about the happenings in 
the Far East and the Middle East, in Africa and in Eastern Europe, 
we seem to be reluctant to do anything toward warding off aggression 
of the same kind in America. 

In December 1956, as a member of the Internal Security Sub- 
committee, I visited Hawaii, accompanied by other members of the 
Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, for the purpose of determin- 
ing the extent to which communism had been successful in infiltrating 
the economic and political activity of the Hawaiian Islands. That 
investigation disclosed in a shocking manner the determination of the 
Communists to eliminate democrac ‘y from Hawaii. The findings of 
the subcommittee are the subject of a report to the full committee, 
dated December 3, 4, 5, and 6, 1956. 

These hearings give evidence to exactly how the Communists move 
into a country and take over. They prey upon poverty, ignorance, 
and class differences. They worm into unions and other organiza- 
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tions and eventually obtain positions of strategic importance, in that 
within a few hours they can tie up the economy or commerce of an 
entire country or island. 

All this has brought to me a deep concern. If it has happened as 
vividly as it has in Hawaii, then what must be the situation in Latin 
America which is even closer to us than is Hawaii in many instances? 

From private and public sources I began picking up information 
and reports that each day become more alarming tome. These reports 
deal with the Communist infiltration within Latin America and-the 
growing instability of friendly governments as a result of this 
infiltration. 

Stability of government and freedom from communistic influence, 
much less domination, in each of the Latin American countries, is a 
subject which I have always felt was of paramount importance to the 
United States. But never has the matter been more significant than 
at present. The present administration is dedicated to a program of 
encouragement to private American investors to invest freely and 
with confidence in the several Latin American countries. The ful- 
fillment of these highly desirable goals is impossible without stability 
of government, and no government in Latin America can remain 
stable while being subjec t “to constant internal communistic pressures. 

From our point of view, economic considerations fade into insignifi- 
cance when we consider the dangers to our own military security in 
the event of any one of the Latin American governments becoming the 
working agent of Moscow. 

Only recently the press was filled with stories of how the Communist 
Party leaders in British Guiana managed to elect a majority of the 
elected members of the government there. Only the members of 
government appointed by the British Crown stand between a Com- 
munist anarchy in that country and a democratic form of government. 

With such a foothold in the Western Hemisphere it can be readily 
seen how they will spread to other countries. They especially will 
move in on some countries that have no foreign friendly crown to 
maintain a shaky stability. 

How long it will be before the Communists in British Guiana, for 
example, revert to violence against the British Crown and create an 
international incident is anyone’s guess. When they stir up this 
trouble and the British move into overcome the Communist rule, then 
the Communist governments of Europe and Asia will have a prop- 
aganda heyday. 

These considerations have stimulated my interest in knowing more 
about conditions in these Latin American countries. I have studied 
the subject and I have this year visited Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, 
Haiti, and the Dominican Republic, to see for my self and to talk with 
leaders of government in order to determine as accurately as possible 
precisely what political conditions exist. | intend, as soon as time 
permits, to continue my visits and my talks with leaders of govern- 
ment in other countries of Latin America. 

While I was surprised at the communistic efforts in Hawaii, I was 
shocked by their efforts in Latin America. It is common knowledge 
that political unrest commences at the extreme southern tip of Latin 
America and runs north through almost every country in Latin 
America. 
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Argentina has only recently been the scene of bitter riots and blood- 
shed. With no better information available than the daily news- 
papers, it is clear that the present government of Argentina is not 
firmly in control of the affairs of that great state. This pattern con- 
tinues and exists in most of the other nations of Latin America. Only 
recently the President of Nicaragua was assassinated and a new gov- 
ernment took control. A scant time ago an armed uprising took place 
at the Palace in Cuba, causing the death of many Cubans and even 
some United States citizens who were in no way involved in the politi- 
cal affairs of Cuba. Recently Chile was torn by riots and revolt and 
loss of life. Haiti has had several governments in less than 1 year. 

In recent weeks the President of Guatemala has been assassinated 
by a known member of the Communist Party. The results of that 
assassination cannot yet be assessed, for we do not know at this time 
whether a new communistic controlled government will again succeed 
in power. 

It is unnecessary to continue calling the roll of states and pointing 
out the instability of government in each of these states in which 
obvious communistic forces continue to work against each existing 
government. However, we need only to look to our immediate neigh- 
bors in Central America, and glance at the list of states in order to find 
out whether even one government exists upon which the United States 
can rely. When we look at the roll of states we see Cuba presently 
strife bound; Honduras continually in the throes of turmoil; Nica- 
ragua’s government, for years under the leadership of General Samoza, 
only to be murdered by an assassin, lead the country to turmoil; 
Costa Rica, the known hotbed and headquarters of communistic ac- 
tivities of Latin America. (This country is presently the accepted 
headquarters of the communistic leader of all Latin America, Romu'o 
Beatancourt, who has brazenly published a book to inform the world 
of the Communists’ intention to take Venezuela by force and capture 
the vast American investments in that country. I have turned this 
book over to the Internal Se curity Subcommittee and it is being given 
careful consideration.) Panama with its President executed “only 
last year continues to be the scene of a struggle for power between 
the Communists and non-Communists; Haiti has seen several govern- 
ments in 1 year and is the personification of abysmal poverty. 

In all of Central America there remains only the Dominican Re- 
public which has had continuity of government for 27 years and is 
known throughout the world as the implacable foe of communism. 
This country has rendered a greater force in deterring the spread of 
communism " Central America than any other country in the 
Caribbean ares 

These are the political facts as they relate to our most immediate 
neighbors to the south. Can it be this is the type of atmosphere in 
which the American investor is being urged to invest his money, or 
which we in the United States are being asked to rest complacently 

n, in the belief that communism is actually thousands of miles from 
our shores? 

My recent travels through Haiti and the Dominican Republic pro- 
vided an excellent basis for comparison between two governments 
occupying the same island, one torn by communistic-inspired insta- 
bility and the other stable, firm, and well organized. I found in 
Haiti all the ingredients which are contrary to the best interest of the 
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United States: extreme poverty, hatred of the peasants against the 
large landowners; educated people without employment exclaiming 
the virtues of the collective state, grossly inadequate educational facil- 
ities, ignorance of masses of people, speakers and handbills circulating 
among the people, all preaching the same doctrine “Down with the 
United States of America.” 

I would contrast this Haitian situation with the activities which 
have been in effect in the neighboring country of the Dominican 
Republic. I have visited that country before and I have reported to 
the Senate on the excellent economic conditions which exist within 
that country. In that report to the Senate I dealt with that coun- 
try’s freedom from internal and external debt, its health and welfare 
measures, its educational system, and the freedom of its courts from 
political interference. 

I can now report that, as far as I am able to determine, the Domini- 
can Republic is the undisputed friend of the United States in the 
Caribbean area. It is equally as vigilant as the United States in its 
determination to remain free from communistic controls. Internal 
subversion in that country has been repeatedly attempted and has 
repeatedly failed. Communistic organized and controlled armed in- 
vasions have been attempted and have been crushed. Today it 
appears that a loyal and watchful people have made armed assault 
almost impossible. This country is truly the rock of stability in the 
turbulent Caribbean. 

If the United States has any better friend in the entire Caribbean 
area, I am unaware of which one it is. However, I would be most 
pleased to learn that any of the neighboring countries had gained such 
political maturity as to make them valued and trusted allies. T will 
suggest that our Government do all that is possible to develop such 
allies within the neighboring states. 

Even though we desperately need additional reliable governments 
of ability and maturity in this critical area, it appears to me that the 
administrative agencies of our Government are not following all the 
procedures that tend to encourage stability and discourage instability. 
We have too many overzealous and partially informed law-enforce- 
ment officers within the United States. They are all too quick to look 
for newspaper headlines in place of facts. If they collect and evaluate 
facts at all, it appears that the evaluation takes place after the 
headlines and not before. 

These same officials of our Government, by their actions, by their 
intolerance, and by their acceptance of the words of irresponsible 
revolutionary leftwing groups operating from within our own country 
and particularly in New York and Miami, have already raised these 
irresponsible people to a position of dignity and respect in the eyes of 
the people, which is completely unjustified. 

While a great part of our press at home is out conducting a crusade 
against the Dominican Republic, the greatest foe of communism in 
the Latin American ar ea, it silently allows communism to move in on 
dozens of Latin American countries. 

I feel the Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate should 
delve into the problems of Communist influences in America as aimed 
against our Latin American neighbors. 

I urgently believe a reawakening of the situation is desperately 
needed in this country before the left-wing writers and the fellow 
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travelers succeed in assassinating the Dominican Republic and other 
governments in Latin America and alienating their friendship for the 
United States. 

I urge the Internal Security Subcommittee to take a better look 
at these revolutionary groups and find out where the money comes 
from which permits them to continue in existence. I likewise urge 
this committee to review carefully the activities of the executive 
branch of the Government which, whether planned or unplanned, has 
up to the present time resulted in promotion of the interests of these 
same groups to the detriment of the best interests of the United States. 
Finally, I suggest the adoption of the policy of critical review and 
analysis of facts in advance of headlines. 

I submit that it is impossible to bring stability of government to the 
states of Central America while at the same time some branches of our 
Government aid and encourage those groups within the United States 
who are determined that there shall be no stability of government 
within that area. If we expose and eradicate communistic influences 
against Latin America, we will have done more to secure the freedom 
of those nations than anything since the Monroe Doctrine. 

It is just as much—or even more so—the duty of Congress and of 
our committee to investigate and expose conditions here at home as 
they relate to South America as we do conditions that relate to Hun- 
gary, Poland, or any other area of the world. 


O 





